Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 12, 2024

821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

1

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;
His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,
His the victory alone.
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Alleluia! Not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluia! He is near us;
Faith believes, nor questions how.
Though the cloud from sight received Him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise:
“I am with you evermore”?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,
Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful
Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King eternal,
Lord omnipotent we own;
Alleluia! Born of Mary,

Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne.

As within the veil You entered,

Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim

In the eucharistic feast.

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus;

His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph,

His the victory alone.
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Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion
Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation
Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.
Text: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the ~}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord
promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the
apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and
are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We
would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus
Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

The pastor addresses each candidate:

How are you named?

[Name]

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of
each candidate while saying:

[Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your I~ forehead and
upon your -} heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Let us pray.

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You
condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your
great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in
all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet
led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this
washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your
beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters
to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin.

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless
mercy and bless [him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that
through this saving flood all sin in [him/her/them], which has been
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inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they themselves]
[has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that
[he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian
Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving
Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with
all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of
eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing
sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the
Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever
possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for
them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian
faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s
Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith
in Christ and love for the neighbor.

Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the
Christian faith?

Yes, with the help of God.

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and
with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.

Amen.

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.

They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the
disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, | say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by
no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on
them, and blessed them.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s), and the congregation
joins in praying:

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth
and even -k« forevermore.
Amen.

The pastor addresses the candidate(s) and asks the following questions:
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[Name(s)], do you renounce the devil?

Yes, | renounce him.

Do you renounce all his works?

Yes, | renounce them.

Do you renounce all his ways?

Yes, | renounce them.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead?

Yes, | believe.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting?

Yes, | believe.

[Name], do you desire to be baptized?

Yes, | do.

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:
[Name], | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:
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The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you

the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,
strengthen you with His grace to life -1« everlasting.

Amen.

The pastor may place a white garment on the newly baptized while saying:
Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the
robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand
without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.

The pastor may light a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and give it to

the newly baptized while saying:

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the
Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful

for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.

The newly baptized may be welcomed with the following:

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of
His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the
treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We
receive you in Jesus’ name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that
together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the
praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light.
Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

Let us pray.

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that

You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted
[name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a
member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir /
heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as
[he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would
keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to
Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life

to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints,

obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Peace I+ be with you.

Amen.

Hear, O LORD, when | cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!

This Is t

Psalm 27:1a, 4-5, 10, 14; antiphon: v. 7

The LoRD is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?
One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will | seek after:

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high
upon a rock.
For my father and my mother have forsaken me,

but the LoRD will take me in.
Wait for the LORD;

be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;

be gracious to me and answer me!

LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
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e Feast LSB 155
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and
glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Letus pray.
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens,
leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 1:12-26

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6
Christ has risen from the dead.
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor.
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands;
he has put all things under his feet.

Epistle Reading 1 John 5:9-15
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Reading John 17:11b-19
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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553 O Christ, Our Hope, Our Hearts’ Desire
1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ desire,
Creation’s mighty Lord,
Redeemer of the fallen world,
By holy love outpoured:

2 How vast Your mercy to accept
The burden of our sin
And bow Your head in cruel death
To make us clean within.

3  But now the bonds of death are burst,
The ransom has been paid;
You now ascend the Father’s throne
In robes of light arrayed.

4 O let Your mighty love prevail
To purge us of our pride
That we may stand before Your throne
By mercy purified.

5 Christ Jesus, be our present joy,
Our future great reward;
Our only glory, may it be
To glory in the Lord!

A6  All praise to You, ascended Lord;
All glory ever be
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Through all eternity!

Text: Latin, c. 5th-10th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, adapt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon “What We Have” 1 John 5:9-15



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

Offering

Offertory LSB 159
What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

Prayer of the Church
(P} ...Lord, in your mercy:
Hear our prayer.
(P} ...through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
Amen.

651 | Love Your Kingdom, Lord
1 Ilove Your kingdom, Lord,
The place of Your abode,
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
With His own precious blood.

2 Beyond my highest joy
I prize its heav’nly ways,
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,
Its hymns of love and praise.

3 Ilove Your Church, O God,
Your saints in ev’ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye
And graven on Your hand.

4 For them my tears shall fall;
For them my prayers ascend;
For them my cares and toils be giv’n
Till toils and cares shall end.

5  Sure as Your truth shall last,
To Zion shall be giv’n
The brightest glories earth can yield
And brighter bliss of heav’n.

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752-1817, alt.
Text: Public domain
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